


Student Proposal Annotation Activity

For this activity you look over one of three Biology 2002 proposals from previous semesters.  Please don’t feel like you need to be able to fully understand what each proposal describes.

The questions and tasks below should be done collaboratively within your pod and in each case refer to sections of the one student proposal that you will find at the class Moodle site; work out with the other pods in your team which of the three there your pod will work on so your team will collectively have analyzed all three.  The objective of this activity is for you to have a better understanding of the form your proposal might take this semester.

Pursue the questions or tasks given below using one of the proposals.

1. What is attractive about the student proposals central idea, on its own terms and relative to the kind of ideas your team has discussed.
2. In your opinion is the situation that identified as a problem or a nuisance by the proposal best addressed via genetic modification or would a non-genetic approach make more sense?

3.  What is the stated benefit to society of the proposed research?

4.  Which gene (and from what organism) does the proposal describe modifying?  What gene promoter (and from what organism) will they use?   What organism will be the final recipient of the modified promoter-gene?

5.  Where, if anywhere, do concepts of evolution appear (implicitly or explicitly)?

6.  Where, if anywhere, is text that addresses issues related to the professional ethics that a scientist’s work life must be guided by?

7.  Do the writers at any point suggest there could be different outcomes (or interpretations) than one that would confirm his hypothesis?  If so, where?

8.  How many sources are cited in the proposal?

** note: you needn’t turn in your answers to these questions **

